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Berg am Starnbergersee
20 January 1971

1. The End of the History Project

I met OF7UN at his home at Berg; at his suggestion we drove to
his office in Farchach, several kilometers out Of Berg. OEHLER will
close this office at the. end of this month; his contractual arrange-
ment with the Fed Rep has been terminated on 31 December 1970. He
Irld met with dESSEL on the previousday, turned in his completed
history and informed WESSEL that he was bringing out (in the next
months) a book on the history of the BND.

The familiar figure of Frau . KUNZE, GEHLEN's personal secretary
for thirty years, appeared as we arrived at the isolated .farmhouse
where cEELEN and BOHIMIhsve been at work for two years. Two younger
secretaries were working at "typewriters.

2. The Chnapiracy to Undermine German Society.

If there is one central theme that has dominated GEHLEH's
thinking for the past twenty years it is the Moscow-controlled
effort to subvert German society. The central figure has been
HEINEMAN, tne present President of the Federal Republic. Herbert
WERNER has figured prominently in the cast of characters although
there was a period in the lute Sixties when GEHLEN'and WEHNER
developeda close relationship.. Luring the Grand Coalition period
OEHLER concluded that WEIHIMR, whatever his past, was reforMed.
Nov he is Portrayed as the "muater brain" behind the conspiracy.
HEINEMAN, Helena WESSEL and *WWI continue in the main cast of
characters.

Once more GEHL= ran through the evidence. .He again cited
the report given himfinformalIyby.M1-6:describieg the arrest of
tanammi in Vienna during the Four Power occupation; =MAN had
been arrested emerging from a Soviet intelligence facility carrying
a large sum of money in a small bag. H2IVEMAN was linked, in Gv5II.Fals
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affair and the whole episode of Die Nationale neitung in Munich.
At one point GELEN had gone to Ht:I=IN and told him that his
personal secretary in the Ministry was the former sacretary of.
Max Heimann, the German communist leader; she disappeared from
this popt.

Returning to the subject of Herbert WEHNER, GFITtrl recalled
hie failure over the years to get access tothe record of the
giiedich -larocess against WEHNER in the post-war years. GEHLEN
iaid.tEat a writer named PREMRICK has just brought. out a book
titled "In Zwielicht Seiner-Zeit" which suggests to . GEHLEN that
this author has had access to the Swedish filee. knew wrinkle
to the GEHLEN biographic Sketch on WEUUER is that be is married.
to the first or second wife of SED leader ULDRICET.

GEHLEN'raised the much publicized Will BRANDT contact with
the Italian Communist Party through CACUT3I (phonetic), a member
of the ICI'. GMILEN believes that some of the groundwork for DRANDT's
Ostpolltik was done in this ICP channel.

CEHLEN digressed to talk about the trends within Germany. Be
believes that the SPD is engaged in a systematic effort to alter
the social structure of Germany, gradually developing a new class
struggle. The motto for the.,radical wing of the SPD will be
"Mitbestimmung und Nitbetitz." GEHLEN's final word on WINNER is
that hecontinuee his efforis to move NOLLAU into a controlling
position in the MD.

3. The Spiegel Article on the BND

GEHLEN . said that he. understood my response on the Spiegel 
article and did not disagree with me. GPIILEN said tilat . horst EHMKE
bad stimulated the Spiegel effort as part of his effort to end the
nmythos von iremde .1:erre Oat" and to advance the conCept of his
"transparent modern intelligence service." GEHLEN said that the
draft he sent to me has been considerably altered; he had a copy
of the most recent draft on his desk which he found "more acceptable."
I avoided expressing further interest.

4.. "Der Dienst"

I told GEHLEN that I had heard that be had revised his •
publishing plena and now planned to bring out a modest political
blockbuster. GEHLENsaid this was an overstatement although he
hoped the book would have political impact and popular appeal.
I asked GEHLEN if he had written it himself or employed a
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professional ghostwriter. I questioned whether his rhetoric on the
"Red Menace" would have much popular impact.. GEHLEN laughed and
said that there would be no polemics and that he had used some
professional talent in vriting the present version.

"Der Dienst" will have ten chapters and about 400 pages.
The first chapter will discuss the origin of "Der Dienst" in
Fremde Herre Ost. The second c:-.apter will be material covering
the period from 1945 to 1956 when the END was legally created as
an instrument of the government. Along about chapter four or
five he will get to the "Panne" of the Fifties and early Sixties.
In response to Toy question he said that he will not ignore the
PELEE ease.

Much of the book will, be an analysis of Soviet strategy and
teChniques, amply illustrated by live examples out of the history
of the Past quarter century.

GEHLEN assured me that "Der Dienst" will not be an attack on
the present German SPD government. He added that "Der Dienst"
would, to the discerning and sophisticated reader, indirectly
challenge the wisdom of current German policy.

I slaked GEELEN if Le were in any way clearing "Der Dienst"
with authorities of the Federal Republic; he replied that he had
informed WESSEL that he was writing a book. WESSEL had expressed
no interest in reviewingtnn text prior to publication; GEHLEN
planned no other action. I said that we also would prefer to
exercise no claim to prior clearance; we would, I said, like to
have an advance copy. .

"Del' Dienst" will be published in.German first. He may let
the Springer Verlag handle the international editions. Be is still
in contact with Canfield in London and, through him, Allen Dulles' .
boa agent in the U.S.,. GEBIEN.has made no commitment in this channel.

5. :'...lhatus.Euerrvanger 

GEELEN noted that his daughter and bar husband were still in
Paris; that f.iUstis nad only 2i years until retirement and would,
given the cUrrent inflexibility of Fed Rep policy on retirement,
presumably retire on swiedule. There followed an exchange on the
SITC1Land,its leaders of the past decade which was not of interest.
The iruerrvanzer*are currently building a home in Berg; OMEN is
providing on-the-ground technical supervision.

6. A Man Who has not "Stacked Arms"

My reaction to this conversation with GEHLEN is a mixture of
sorrow and admiration. He is a man who has found it ttterli
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impossible to disengAge from the politic of the BND, Germany,
EUrope and the world. He is as much canht up in the politics of
Europe as he was twenty years ago. There is noelscernible alteration
of his view of the world as it existed twenty	 ago. Much of
our conVersationv„Is an almost verbatim retilty of our last conversation.
T:qere is, however, no evidence of senility. He io simply a stubborn
old man who believes he has got it right. Characteristically, GEULEN
said that the income trod "Jre  Dien-at" will be used to either aid those
whO have suffered economically as a result of colliLberation with GEHLEN
or to finance t::e "few operations that I am continuing on my own.".

7. . flierr ZITZE4=1;
—

GEHLEN. said thatTilITM4pi'J is an international entrepreneur, arms
dealer and intelligerke operator wiJo has never accepted pay from
the pliD but has rendered manY services. The Fed Rep, GEHLEN said, had
Ordered the DND to terminate all connections' with persons who de4t
in illicit arms traffic. For a variety of reasons :B.Tr ZITZEUITtwaa
planning to move his residence to IYunce Or Snain. c:

8. Eric '..:ALC110 

GEHLEN very early asked me if I haa seen WALDMAN. I said I had
not but Was in touch with:ihim by mail. Also, I had copies of many
of his articles and speecae g. of the past year on t..:e subject of the
"Red Menace" in Germany. CRITTY1 said that he thought WALEMAN's credentials
had gotten him unique access to many Getman circles, including the 6EM1-
Westbuero, with which he had spent much time. Omni had Frnu KUNZE make
a copy of WALDW's latest article on the political situation in Germany.
(I left it with (I	 ="he will forward.)

As I took my leave to drive through darkness and driving sleet back
to Pkinich I had the feeling ti.at this might be the last business
conversation with gEHLEN--that time had rinnlly overtaken this warrior
of the Cold War. How history will judge him is not now clear; certainly
he will not be judged as a man who had doubts or equivocated.

70 James	 Cril-ch5eld
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